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FOR THE TIME 

«[…] for the time, it must be remembered, was on the far side of the gulf of 
1914-18, when people permitted themselves simple and sentimental 
reactions and society was believed to be advancing in moral progress.» 

- Barbara Tuchman

in How we entered World War I, 
first published in New York Times Magazine (1967) 

This citation refers to the burning of the Belgian village of Louvain, along 
with it's  historic university and library, after Germany's invasion of Belgium, 
breaking it's neutrality. This led to a wave of overexaggerated reports about 
german atrocities, escalating international support against the German war 
machine. 

«Barbara Wertheim Tuchman (January 30, 1912 – February 6, 1989) was 
an American historian and author. She won the Pulitzer Prize twice, for The 
Guns of August (1962), a best-selling history of the prelude to and the first 
month of World War I, and Stilwell and the American Experience in China 
(1971), a biography of General Joseph Stilwell.» 

- in Wikipedia.com
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“The fact of being reported multiplies the apparent extent of any 
deplorable development by five- to tenfold.” 

«Disaster is rarely as pervasive as it seems from recorded accounts. The 
fact of being on the record makes it appear continuous and ubiquitous 
whereas it is more likely to have been sporadic both in time and place. 
Besides, persistence of the normal is usually greater than the effect of the 
disturbance, as we know from our own times.» 

- Barbara Tuchman

«After absorbing the news of today, one expects to face a world 
consisting entirely of strikes, crimes, power failures, broken water mains, 
stalled trains, school shutdowns, muggers, drug addicts, neo-Nazis, and 
rapists. The fact is that one can come home in the evening-on a lucky day-
without having encountered more than one or two of these phenomena.» 

- Barbara Tuchman

TUCHMAN’S LAW: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guns_of_August
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guns_of_August
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bestseller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bestseller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilwell_and_the_American_Experience_in_China,_1911-45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilwell_and_the_American_Experience_in_China,_1911-45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilwell_and_the_American_Experience_in_China,_1911-45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilwell_and_the_American_Experience_in_China,_1911-45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stilwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stilwell


KEY 

Normal text to be sung or said appears as standard lyrics.

Half-voiced

Only breath, no voice

o 
+

Cover the mouth with one hand. And 
do the movement the line suggests. 
o - open / + - closed

Vowels [presented between square brackets]

[A] ɑː as in “father”

[E] ɛ as in “men”

[I] iː as in “seed”

[O] ɔː as in “thought”

[U] uː as in “food”
[a] ə as in “ago”

[e] as in “roses”

[i] ɪ as in “kit”

[ô] oʊ as in “goat”
Consonants [also between square brackets] Generally the standard latin 

consonants.

[rrr] rolled “r” with the tongue in the 
back of the teeth

[sss] / [zzz] prolonged “s” / “z”

[shh] ʃ as in shoe
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